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underlying problem is religious extremism,
fueled by sectarian clashes between Paki-
stan’s majority Sunni and minority Shiite
Muslims. Often, he said, the extremism is en-
couraged in religious schools, which receive
millions of dollars a year in state funding
and are prime feeders for militant Islamic
organizations.

Sheikh, the Foreign Ministry’s highest-
ranking civil servant, said Prime Minister
Benazir Bhutto has proposed registering the
schools as one way to moderate them.

India has long charged that Pakistan is in-
volved in ‘‘state terrorism’’ by arming,
training and funding Muslim insurgents wag-
ing a brutal civil war in Kashmir.

In 1993, the United States warned Pakistan
that unless it stopped supporting Kashmir
insurgents, the country would be put on the
U.S. list of terrorist states. Since then, say
U.S. officials, Pakistan has significantly re-
duced its role in the conflict.

Last month, during a state visit by Bhutto
to the Philippines, President Fidel Ramos
protested that Pakistanis were fighting
alongside Muslim extremists battling for au-
tonomy against his government. Russia has
charged Pakistanis are aiding the separatist
battle in Chechnya.

Following complaints by moderate Arab
governments in Egypt, Algeria and Jordan
that Pakistanis were involved in extremist
movements in their countries, Pakistan
asked Afghan aid groups—many were really
fronts for militant organizations—to leave.
That forced some groups underground and
pushed others into Afghanistan.

‘‘They have a right to protest, but we have
our duties to perform as Muslims,’’ said
Tariq Cheema, 26, a member of the radical
Markaz Dawatul Arshad organization, which
aims to establish ‘‘the rule of God’’ through-
out the world. While conducting street-cor-
ner recruiting in Karachi, Cheema passed out
a list of names and addresses of 56 Markaz
members killed last year during fighting
against government troops in Tajikistan, the
Philippines, Bosnia and Kashmir.

Since the end of the Afghan war in 1989,
Pakistani officials estimate at least 10,000 Is-
lamic militants have been trained by various
groups in the Pakistan-Afghanistan border
areas.

‘‘Arabs run exclusive training camps for
the recruits of Middle Eastern origin,’’ a
leading member of Harkat claimed, adding
the instructors are Sudanese, Egyptian and
Libyan veterans of the Afghan war. ‘‘We only
go to those camps for advanced military
training that involves operating antiaircraft
guns and tanks’’ and laying land mines, he
said.

Funding often comes from Muslims who
think moderate Arab governments are be-
coming too Westernized.

‘‘Funding for our organization largely
comes from Saudi Arabia, where several phi-
lanthropists are not happy with the way the
country is governed by the ruling family,’’
said a Markaz activist. A Harkat official said
his organization’s largest donor is a group of
Muslim merchants from India who now live
in England.
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Mr. DIAZ–BALART. Mr. Speaker, I ask that
the following article by Ivan Arellanes be in-
cluded in the RECORD. I believe that ‘‘The
Revolution and Its Children’’ provides a worth-

while insight into problems that unfortunately
many have chosen to ignore.

THE REVOLUTION AND ITS CHILDREN

(By Ivan Arellanes)

One of the most disquieting aspects of my
recent trip to Cuba was learning about how
young people my age live. Despite living in a
country where most information concerning
the West, and particularly the U.S., is
censored, they are aware and even have some
contact with the ‘‘materialist, capitalist,
imperialist’’ culture, as Fidel Castro might
categorize it. I wanted to meet those young
people who, although they were children of
the Cuban Revolution and had been indoctri-
nated from childhood, had many of the same
concerns, interests and ideas that I or any
other young person might have.

I arrived in Cuba with this in mind, and
my first impression was disappointing: chil-
dren and young adults were asking for
money, food, candy, pencils or any item we
tourists might want to give them, as we got
off the bus that had brought us from the air-
port to the hotel. I wasn’t surprised to see
beggars, since this is not an occurrence
unique to Cuba, but rather by the fact that
there were so many everywhere.

Next I encountered the much-reported phe-
nomenon of prostitution. Without going into
too much detail, let me just say that I saw
a sea of men, women and children selling
themselves to the highest bidder. The only
way I can describe what I saw is to call Ha-
vana an enormous brothel.

My first night in Havana, I was lucky
enough to meet a group of five young people
between twenty-four and twenty-eight years
old. I spoke at length with two of them,
Ronie and Ernesto. One of the main topics of
conversation was entertainment. What did
they do for fun? (I met them sitting next to
the hotel.) They answered, ‘‘This is what we
do, sit here and watch people go by.’’ They
also like to bring some rum to a friend’s
house and dance to salsa music all night. But
since the start of the daily blackouts, twelve
hours long in some cases, It is no longer pos-
sible to have such parties. There is also no-
where to buy the very expensive alcoholic
beverages unless you have dollars.

Both, Ronie and Ernesto are professionals;
one is a biologist at a hospital. Though head
of his shift at the time, he was just ‘‘hanging
out’’ because there was no light and no sup-
plies to help the sick.

Both laughed when I asked them where
there might be a restaurant, not for tourists,
but where one could find only Cubans. One
asked, ‘‘Why do you want to eat with Cu-
bans? Why don’t you eat in this nice hotel
that has everything, where we aren’t allowed
to enter?’’ They were surprised that I hadn’t
come, like other tourists, for sex.

They told me openly of their resentment,
disillusionment and hatred of the revolution,
which according to them lied about its sup-
posed achievements. Later on I realized that
in order to enjoy a better life than most Cu-
bans (they earn the equivalent of $6 a month)
they hooked up with tourists who would take
them to discos, dinner, hotels, and who
would buy them clothing in exchange for cer-
tain favors.

On my second day in Havana, I talked at
length with a couple who were thirty-three
and twenty-nine, respectively. They have a
daughter who suffers from acute anemia
owing to the lack of food. The husband
works at the University of Havana and earns
the equivalent of $5 a month, while his wife
stays at home. They excused themselves for
not offering me anything to eat or drink, be-
cause the only thing in their refrigerator
was water and some old rice. She told me
that sometimes days, even weeks go by when
they eat only sugar water, so that they could

give their daughter what little food they
had.

We talked politics. Checking often to make
sure the neighbors couldn’t hear, they told
me openly of their opinions on the Castro re-
gime and the desperate living conditions in
Cuba. I asked them to consider the extreme
poverty, injustice and corruption in other
countries, such as Haiti, and then asked
them whether they would rather live in Cuba
or Haiti. In a few words they summed up
their disillusionment with the Castro re-
gime: ‘‘Let me put it to you this way. We
would rather live in the worst country on
earth, anywhere but Cuba.’’ During our con-
versation we listened to music by their fa-
vorite artists: Willy Chirino, Gloria Estefan
and Jon Secada.

I would also talk to another person who
practically broke my heart. His name is
Yojiro, a thirteen-year-old boy who came up
to me on the street and began to walk with
me. He told me that his classmates were
doing agricultural work, and that he hadn’t
been able to go because he had injured his
foot. He also told me his favorite music was
rap and Michael Jackson. When I asked him
if he had ever seen Fidel Castro, he told me
that Castro never got close to the ‘‘common’’
people and could only be seen from a dis-
tance. As with all the young people I had
met previously, his major interest was in
knowing what the United States was like,
what we did for fun, what we thought of
Cuba. Nevertheless, what most endeared him
to me was that he would not accept any gifts
from me. He just wanted to talk, to be treat-
ed like an equal and not a beggar, to go into
a restaurant with me and sit at a table with-
out having the waiters bother him, in short,
to feel like a human being.

When I returned from my trip to Cuba,
friends and relatives asked me if I had liked
it, if I had enjoyed myself. I answered that it
had been the worst vacation I had ever had,
that I hated Cuba—not the country and cer-
tainly not the people—but the injustice
forced upon them by the dictatorship they
live under.
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Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I wish to pay
tribute today to a very special man, my father-
in-law, Andrew T. Hospodor, who passed
away on March 7. He was 58 years of age.
He had been suffering from a brain tumor for
the past 6 months. For me and Sarah, my wife
and his loving daughter, the loss of Mr.
Hospodor will leave a terrible void—one which
we will try to fill with our many fond memories.

Mr. Speaker, my father-in-law was a lifelong
Republican and ideologically a rather conserv-
ative Republican. He loved to talk politics,
looked forward to the Republican takeover in
Congress, and hoped that the GOP’s Contract
With America would be quickly implemented.
Needless to say, we often disagreed. How-
ever, he shared with me an abiding optimism
in the American democratic process. No one
was more convinced than Andy Hospodor that
America works, that equal opportunity was
best achieved in the United States, and that
our country would ultimately overcome racial,
ethnic, and religious differences to achieve a
truly classless society.
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Mr. Speaker, for his family and friends, Mr.

Hospodor will be remembered most as a hus-
band, a father and a grandfather, a good
neighbor who took an active interest in his
community. For his professional colleagues,
Mr. Hospodor will be remembered as a lead-
ing businessman with an uncommon grasp of
cutting-edge technological development.

Since 1987, Mr. Hospodor had been the
chairman of the board and chief executive offi-
cer of ARINC Inc., Annapolis, MD, and its
wholly owned subsidiaries, Aeronautical
Radio, Inc., and ARINC Research Corp. Aero-
nautical Radio provides voice and data com-
munications systems and services for the air
transport industry, the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration. ARINC Research Corp. provides sys-
tems engineering development and integration
services to defense, Government and com-
mercial customers in avionics, command and
control, aircraft, transportation and commu-
nications systems. Prior to joining ARINC, Mr.
Hospodor served as President and CEO of
RCA American Communications, Inc.
[AMERICOM]. His career with RCA extended
over 20 years in a variety of technical, market-
ing, and senior management positions.

Born in Endicott, NY, Mr. Hospodor received
his bachelor’s degree in Mechanical Engineer-
ing in 1960 from Cornell University, a master
of science in Mechanical Engineering from Le-
high University in 1963, and a master’s degree
in Business Administration from Lehigh in
1967. In 1976, he completed the Harvard Uni-
versity Program in Management Development.
He appeared regularly in such publications as
the ‘‘Who’s Who Registry of Global Business
Leaders,’’ ‘‘Who’s Who in America’’ and
‘‘Who’s Who in Science and Engineering.’’ He
was an officer and former chairman of the
Radio Technical Commission for Aeronautics.

Funeral services for Mr. Hospodor will be
held tomorrow in Annapolis. The Hospodor
family encourages those seeking more infor-
mation on brain tumors to contact the Amer-
ican Brain Tumor Association, 2720 River
Road, Des Plaines, IL, 60018, 708–827–9910.
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Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
pay tribute to Mr. Carl Marion Frierson, a dedi-
cated member of my district until his death.
Mr. Frierson was the third born and second
oldest son of the late Elon and Nora Frierson.
Born on May 18, 1925 in Philadelphia, PA,
Carl served in the U.S. Navy from August 24,
1943 to June 2, 1946. He was honorably dis-
charged with the rank of machinist mate 3C
SV–6.

After serving his country, Carl moved to
Harlem where he resided for over 45 years.
Mr. Frierson was employed with the State
labor department as a supervisor of safety and
health for 20 years before his retirement. Carl
Frierson was also a Mason who held the ex-
alted position of Worshipful Master. Mr.
Frierson’s unyielding dedication to the youth of
the community included being a Boy Scout
leader at the Explorer level, watching the chil-
dren of young parents so that they could work,

spending time at local schools, and at times
helping out young parents by providing rent
assistance.

Mr. Frierson’s relentless devotion to his fam-
ily and the Harlem community gives me great
pride to have been his Representative.
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Mr. FRANKS of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to commend Mrs. Margaret A.
Maccini on her 21 years of dedicated service
to Somerset County, NJ. On December 31 of
last year, Mrs. Maccini retired as the clerk of
the Board of Chosen Freeholders for Somer-
set County.

Mrs. Maccini began her career in 1973 as
the administrative assistant to the county ad-
ministrator. She soon became the executive
secretary to the Board of Freeholders, and in
2 years became deputy clerk of the board. In
1976 she was appointed clerk of the Board of
Chosen Freeholders, where she had remained
until her retirement. In 1982, she earned her
clerk’s certificate through the International In-
stitute of Municipal Clerks, and has offered her
talents to Rutgers University as an assistant
instructor in the Bureau of Government Serv-
ices.

During her career as clerk of the board,
Margaret served as liaison between the
Freeholders and the public, the media, county
officials, and staff members. In her 21 years of
service, she has worked with 18 different
Freeholders’ offices.

In addition to her service to Somerset Coun-
ty, Margaret has had an avid interest in histori-
cal preservation. She is a member of the
Somerset County Cultural and Heritage Com-
mission, and president of the Meadows Foun-
dation in Franklin Township.

The people of Somerset County owe Mar-
garet a debt of gratitude for her dedicated
service. As a Member of Congress for Somer-
set County, I congratulate Margaret on her re-
tirement, and thank her for her hard work to
improve Somerset County. Her dedication to
public service is a fine example for young peo-
ple everywhere.
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Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to in-
troduce House Resolution —. This resolution
is designed to focus attention on peace and
stability in the South China Sea which is a
matter of strategic national security interest to
the United States, its friends, and allies.

Twenty-five percent of the world’s ocean
freight and 70 percent of Japan’s vital energy
supplies transit the South China Sea, an area
larger than Western Europe. The South China
Sea serves as the vital conduit for U.S. Navy
ships passing from the Pacific to the Indian

Ocean and the Persian Gulf. It is of crucial im-
portance to the defense needs of the United
States. Without question, if our Navy ships
should be denied free passage during a time
of emergency, particularly a flare up in the
Middle East, our ability to expeditiously come
to the aid of our allies, including Israel, would
be in doubt.

For hundreds of years the countries around
the South China Sea’s rim have allowed free
passage for all nations who wanted to ship
their goods through it. Now, however, the
scramble for marine resources and oil has led
to the assertion of rival claims to parts or all
of the islands and reefs compromising the
area. In 1992 the countries of the Association
of South East Asian Nations [ASEAN] as well
as Communist China and Vietnam pledged in
Manila to renounce the use of force to settle
boundary disputes. Indonesia has sponsored a
series of workshops on claims in the South
China Sea but there has been little progress,
primarily because of Beijing’s intransigence.

In 1992 the People’s Republic of China
[PRC] rubber stamp legislature passed a stat-
ute asserting its claim to all of the South
China Sea and declaring it to be territorial wa-
ters. Particularly ominous, the same statute
declares that ‘‘Foreign ships [transiting the
area] for military purposes shall be subject to
approval.’’ Given the PRC’s longstanding mili-
tary relations with terrorist countries of the
Middle East, its approval for a United States
Navy carrier group to come to aid of our
friends in the Persian gulf or Israel is subject
to doubt. Yes, it is possible for our Navy to go
the long way around Pearl Harbor to the Per-
sian Gulf, but time becomes critical in mo-
ments of crisis.

Little by little the leaders in Beijing have
been turning the South China Sea into their
own lake. Some scholars, most notably Am-
bassador James Lilly, have been pointing out
that it is not in our national security interest to
allow a nondemocratic power to deny us free-
dom of passage. However, the Clinton admin-
istration appears to be absent without leave
on the strategic issue of the South China Sea.

My resolution contains three principal provi-
sions: First, it declares the right of free pas-
sage to be in the national security interests of
the United States. Second, it declares any at-
tempt by a nondemocratic power to assert its
territorial claims by force or intimidation to be
of grave concern to us. Finally, it calls on the
President to review the defense needs of
democratic claimants.

Permit me to address this last point a little
more in depth. We are engaged with this
issue, at this time, principally because last
month Chinese military forces kidnapped Fili-
pino citizens and planted the PRC flag on ter-
ritory claimed by the Philippines.

The Philippines’ claim is fully in accord with
the Law of the Sea Convention. Clearly Beijing
chose the Philippines because they thought
that since our relations with that nation are at
a low point and so they could get away with
it. The Philippines’ five aging F–5 aircraft are
no match for China’s Russian warplanes and
their new blue-water navy. In order to avoid a
future confrontation that we might lose, we
had better shore up the defenses of our
democratic friends and allies in the region.
Otherwise, China will continue to use force
and intimidation to gain exclusive control of
the South China Sea.
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